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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The following memorandums of one who in his life and conduct 
adorned the station of a serrant, are printed in the hope that the 
attentive perusal of them will be beneficial and animating, not 
only to those who may have to tread the same path, but toothere 
who may be less exposed to outward toil and labour. 

The short notice of the Writer which is prefixed, is talcen ia 
part from the Testimony of the Friends of his own Month!/ 
Meeting. The extracts from this memorial are marked by in- 
•Terted commas, and are, with a few alterations, inserted in the 
words of the original. They will be easily distinguished from 
other passages in it, taken from his own papers, which arc ai«o 
marked as quotations. 
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" ROBERT SEARLES was bom at Glatten, lO 
Hnntiagdonsliire, in the year 1764, of porenb profess- 
ing the religion of the Church of England. In his 
youth, he was a frequent associate with persons of irre- 
ligioas characters, in the humblest sphere of life. — 
When about33 years of age, he became seriously dis- 
pMed, and sooa after joined the si>ciety of Calrinistic 
liaptists, amongst whom he was esteemed a highly va- 
lie member." 



'he circunutances which gradually led to a change 
vtewa on the mofit important Gubjects^ are described 
by himself, nearly in the following" words. After re- 
grelliug that a difference in religious sentiments should 
prodace so hostile a disposition in some serious mind:, 
wi at that period he had observed, be proceeds to re- 
murk : — " The great Leader andPattem of Christianity 
tftid to his disciples, ' lie that is not against us is on our 
part ;' but some think, because another does not sefi n> 
they do, and does not walk with [hem, he cannot be a 
disciple. Whereas it would be much better to endea- 
vour to imitate our holy Pattern, who was meek and 
kmly, kind and compuBuloniite, willing to endure ihe 
and despise the shame. 
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^^ I began to listen to what some of onr neighbourt 
said on this subject, that this was right, and the other 
wrong. I left off going to the meetings of the General 
Baptists, who held salvation possible to all men ; and 
went amongst the Calvinistic Baptists, who profess that 
salvation is provided for only a part of mankind ; and 
Hiat ^is plort are snre of it, without an j possibility of 
their massing ; it being unalterably fixed from all eter- 
nity, so tbiit the creature has nothing to do in it : for 
means and ends are so unalterably fixed, as surely to 
be accomplbhed on the part of mankind, so predesti^ 
Dated. But although they thus profess, how often do 
their ministers invite a// to the Gospel Feast, to partake 
of that bread, of which, according to their own doctrine^ 
there may be none provided for them ! But O ! what a 
favour that no one is excluded thence, but those who 
exclude themselves. Welcome the ignorao t and polite ; 
die learned and the rude. 

« I constantly attended the meeting of these Calvinistic 
Baptists, was very earnest to be mstructed, paid all the 
attention I possibly could, and was glad when meeting- 
day was near, that I might go and hear another ser- 
mon. I also wanted to feel more of that power within, 
which was so much talked of amongst them, but in 
that I knew 1 fell short, although 1 greatly longed for 
it. The reason of this want, I could not tell ; it being 
so strongly held out by the Minister, that the desire 
after it was life begun, meaning spiritual life ; and thea 
if^ begun, sure to be carried on. 
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" I well remember his saying many times, "How do 
1 know that I live naturally f Why, because 1 breathe: 
«o 1 know I have spiritual life, because i feel breathing 
or desire lo be eaved," Bat ulthougb it would encou- 
rage me a little, I felt tluLl something more waswauting 
lo satisfy me. I read much ; prayed earnestly and con- 
siaotly ; endeavoured to get with those who I thought 
were spiritual : but all would not make me quite 
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*'l thotlght the people with whom I walked in a r«- 
waj were right, but that I was wrong myself. I 
ttioDght I did not enter in at the right door : thus I 
went on until I became a member of their conimuuity ; 
took part of (he bread and wine ; and was immerBed in 
(he river Ouse at Uolywell : hut 1 did not find myself 
so fully Batiified, as I thooght others were who prac- 
thcse things. 



"Myeondact all this time was stiad; and regular. — 
I was respected as a servaut or labourer ; but felt a 
great deal of that about rae, which wanted doijig awaj ; 

not applying rightly for the perfecting of the work, 

'ent (lowly on, 

" In the courae of time my wife also became a 
bcr with the same people, and remained so until her 
dealb. I Ihink I went on in this way about eight ui 
■me years, and did not gain mnch Bpiritaal ground, at 
1 thought. Id process of time, an occnrreDce lup- 
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pened which led to another change with me. My mas- 
ter who employed me, died ; and another came who 
professed Quakerism, as it is called. He being observ- 
able of his new set of men, and religiously inclined, left 
books in onr coanting-hoase, which, being desirous of 
knowing religious people and things, I used to get 
and read. 

^^ One of these books was, Robert Barclay's Apology 
for the Christian Faith, as held by the people called 
Quakers. I thought myself a match for that, but was mis- 
taken ; for whenever I read in it, it used to reach my feel- 
ings. Then I began with my master to talk about religious 
subjects, but was always overpowered on that head.-— 
His reasonings on religious matters reached my feelings, 
and I found my mind inclining that way, as also did 
my wife, and rather more so than myself. 

^^ I cannot very well remember how it happened, but 
I went to one of the Quarterly Meetings of Friends ; 
and there being a pretty many ministering Friends that 
day, on an appointment from the Yearly Meeting, a 
great many living testimonies were borne in the power 
and authority of Truth, to the tendering of my spirit ; 
and a refreshing meeting it was to me. On my return- 
ing home, I thought, surely these must be the people 
who hold the solemn meeting ; and if I were clear of those 
other people, I should go to the meetings of Friends ; 
but I did not know what I must do, nor how the mat- 
ter would end. However, I was so far inclined to the 
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Frimds, that I ventured the tic\t first day to attend 
their meeting again, and some of the same Friends wert: 
and bore living testimony to the power of Troth, 
■gun refreshed my spirit. 



One of these Friends, in the afternoon, was con- 
cerned to have a public meeting. [ went, and had 
again another good time. O I thought I, this is the way 
f«rme togotn, and the language of my heart wa», "Thti 
is the solemn assembly ;" and I felt an increasing desire 
to be nnited with Friends. My master, who well un- 
derstood my exercise of mind, heard what I had to say 
with sympathy, and was always ready to assist when 
and where he could ; and ever since 1 have found him 
willing to lend a helping hand, as need refjuired, for 
reproof or instruction. And I have fonnd it best for 
me to take his advice, although, many times, very much 
in the cross to my natural inclinations. How much bet- 
ter is it to take advice, than to have oor own wills gra- 
^^^iied! I have many times found it best for me." 

m. 

^^m •* Our endeared Friend became an exemplary) and 
^^Sre believe, constant attender of our religious meetings ; 
and in the course of a few years, was, with the full 
unity of Fi'icnds, joined to us in membership, lie was 
brought up to the trade of a miller, and for about the 
tait thirty years of his life, resided at Houghton, iii his 
mlive county, in the capacity of a servant." He was 
T several years after he was united in mem- 
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bcnUp with Friends, and married a second time to 

jeu leos. 

" His exemplary life and conduct, his unaffected sim- 
plicity of manners, joined to deep tiumiJitj, gained him 
the love and esteem of all his friends. Private re- 
tirement was his constant daily practice, and we doubt 
not but these seasons were beneficial to his own growth 
in the Truth, and increased liis usefulness iu the Society. 
Private admonition was also a duty which he often per- 
formed, though much in the cross to his own iuclina- 
tion. This duty, so strengthening to liis own mind, 
was not confined to the members of our own Society, 
but extended to many others, by whom it was gene- 
rally well received ; being accompanied by that 
which breathes ' Peace on earth and good will to 






" Thus dwelling near the fountain of Divine tJft,h< 
was, in due season, enabled to yield to an apprehension 
of duty, to appear as a Minister in our religious meet- 
ings, wliich was to tl)e comfort and edification of 
Friends. His first appearances were short, but evi- 
dently accompanied with the savour of life. Careful 
to follow his Divine Leader, his gift was much 
larged; and he received renewed ability, frequently 
labour amongst those where his lot was cast. His 
timonies were clear and impressive, accompanied 
the baptizing power of truth, and eminently owned, 
the duties of a faithful minister of his Lord and MaBi 
His love to the cause and proBperily of Truth, led hit 
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freqnentl;^ to attenil not only the several meetings iu 
hii own Quarter); meeting, but also many others near 
bonie. 



fe 



In the spring or the year 1820, he was taken uu' 
but generally attended to his work." The foi- 
lawing extracU from two letters, written about that 
tin>«> describe the watchful state of his mind. 

iUl of Ist Month, 1850. " I feel glad to find my- 
self at home again, amongst the concerns relating to this 
ptesent life ; although roy service in this matter seems 
to me on the decline : yet I am most easy to do what 
is proper for me to do. I hove thought much this day 
about what an Apostle said of himself and his fellow- 
laboDTerG in the work of the Gospel ; " As deceivers, 
and yet true ; as unknown, and yet well known ; ai 
dying, and behold we live," 2 Cor, vi. 8, 9. O ! how 
1 bale desired, under the Eame feelings, lo endure all 
things for the Gospel's soke ; and patiently to pass 
through evil report and good report, with the same 
steady fuiih and confidence ; and let none of these things 
move me ; nor let me count any thing too dear to leave 
for the sake of that Gospel of life and peace, for which 
the Apostle and his companions underwent so many 
liardships, and some of (hem even death for its sake. 



piMtil 



I cannot think that I have done any thing, o 

any thing, worthy of the regard of Him w 

itlfully promises to reward in this life, and i 
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world to come with life everlasting ; but I feel myself 
as a beginner, desiring to obtain a measure of strength 
to abide the day of trial, and to do the day's work in 
the day," 

<< 7tk of 4th Month, 1820. I long that I may be 
one of the subjects of Christ's kingdom, which He tells 
us is not of this world ; so that I may be redeemed 
from the root of all striving, patiently submitting unto the 
Heavenly Father's will in all things. I hope • I shall 
not complain, nor think my case hard. I am mortal, 
and must decay as to the outward, but am at times 
(although at some others very much discouraged) in the 
hope that the inward man gains a little strength ; but 
more deepening is necessary, to come to a certainty of 
being prepared for an admittance into peace, when the 
spirit leaves the mortal tabernacle. 

^^ I hope my dear friend is recruiting in strength, and 
growing in thie life of Truth, so as to be able to work 
in the heritage of the Heavenly Husbandman, having a 
qualification to repair the waste places thereof. O ! 
remember, dear friend, how frail man is ! at best but a 
failing flower, which, whilst the day of sunshine and 
heavenly nun continues, does and looks well ; but how 
soon may a blast nip it, or drought dry it up, and the 
freshness thereof fade. Therefore, learn more and more 
to cease from man, and trust in the Lord alone for help 
and strength, to work whilst it is day, and vigour is felt 
before desire fail. O ! fear not man ; neither what he 
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thee, aaj more tlian help l|ie« ; but look 
■Bwanl, have thy mind centered id ihe lite alone, and as 
that moves, move nith il." 

" On seventh dey, the 15tb of the 4tU month, aur 
dear friead became much worse. Although Baflering 
under much debility of body, he attended the meeting 
■t Ives, on the following day, where he was favoured to 
labour in a remarkable manner for the last time, forcibly 
impressing upon frientts the necessity of a frequent recur- 
rence to that Divine Power, which had called ns to be a 
people, in order to obtain instruction and direction, so to 
walk, as happily to be found among llie number of those, 
who had not seen their Lord and Master naked, ^ick, 

in prison, without ministering to Him. 



He wu confined to the house about a week. lu ■ 
to B friend, a few days before, lie concludes thus: 
'O! dear friend, what a happy escape, to be removed 
from these changing scenes to a slate of uninterrupted 
tranquillity ! but I desire first to beer patiently all that 
is needful, for a preparation for such a pure state,' 

" On the 17th, a friend going to see him, in lh« 
course of conversation he instructively remarlied :— 
■ There is nothing will do bot keeping in the cross;' 
and furtlter observed, that he knew not how it might 
b«, but in this illness he felt no condemnation. The 
noM friend visited him again on the 31st, when uniler 

Kt sufTering of body ; but his mind was remarkably 
^ -— - : 
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ctlm and tranquil: he had done his daj^s work in the 
day time, and haViog nothing now to do bat to die, he 
again emphatically repeated, <I feel no condemnation.' 

^^ Feeling a little revival of strength, he requested his 
wife and a few friends to sit with him awhile, when he 
said : ^ Now what I want for us is, that we may be 
more fully dedicated, more resigned to follow the Lord, 
to follow Christ Jesus : there is no other way.' And 
Boon after he remarked : ^ I do not see but I may yet 
abide, though the petition of my mind is, ^ O ! that I had 
wings like a dove, then would I flee away, and be at rest, 
and hasten my escape from the windy storm and tempest.' 
I have need of resignation to bear these sharp afflictions.' 

^^ In this peaceful state of mind, was this dedicated 
lervant of the Lord permitted to exchange time for 
immortality. This solemn event took place on the 24th 
of the 4th month, 1820. That Divine Power which 
had been so eminently his support in life, did not for- 
sake him in sickness ; that which had been to hini 
riches in poverty, was now a present helper in the tkne 
of need ; evincing the truth of that declaration concern- 
ing our Lord, that < having loved his own, He loved 
them unto the end.' " 



EXTRACTS 
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Sicrtion 5. 

m tUI o/eiA Mmtl.. 1811, It (Ac ilh efiOt Munth. tSllL 



/* the Jirat few pagei of litis Diary, it kat bwit 
lkou§ht luilable to present the reader with iV, without 
mach curtailment ; for though it may Iherebt/ wear 
tame ajtpearanve of sameness, yet it evinces more iw. 
ftreistcely than a mere explanation of it could do, ih* 
Uvely care and continued concern of the writer lo 
tcatch over his own soul, and lo seek that help and 
tiutenance ichich cannot be derived from any thing 
short of a daily communion willt the Beloved of Souls; 
That this frequent inlrovertion is blessed with sustain- 
ing efficacy — yea, even in those seasons which may be 
compared to the drought in summer, or the fi-ott ^ 
xcinter, the happy experience of thousands can testify : 
and among this number may be classed the humbte 
Author of this Diary. As, hojcever, a bare recital of 
fbserving, or being deprived^ of seasons of retirement, 
d (o much length, might fail of any tendenty 
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to edify the reader j however useful the record of them 
might be to the voriter^ such recitals are omitted in the 
subsequent parts of this Diary. 



DIARY. 

Slst of 6th Month, 1811. Attended our Quarterly 
Meeting, and although I did not find my mind 
very lively in the forepart of it, yet I was some- 
what comforted, after hearing the Yearly Meet- 
ing's Printed Epistle read ; hoping I could, in 
some small degree, answer that part of it which 
queries, "Is your salvation nearer than when 
you believed ?" in a little present faith that it was 
so. In^ the Meeting for Discipline, I felt an 
apprehension of duty to express a passage of 
Scripture which had opened to my view; and 
after much tossing and perturbation, and keeping 
it back until near the close of the Meeting, I 
ventured to stand up, and endeavoured to repeat 
it; but 1 fear so as to be scarcely intelligible. I 
felt peace of mind. O ! how 1 long that I may 
endeavour daily to seek to the Lord, who alone 
can enable me to walk worthy of so high and 
holy a profession as I make to the world, and to 
prize preservation therein as my chiefest joy. 



SOBEKT SSABLES. I3 

Not M> watchful in the evening in cooYefsattoo, 
as to retire wilfaout some uneasioess of mind. 

S&(j. Endcavotured this rooraiag to feel aAcr 
best help before I entered on mj day's \f ork ;and 
it has proTed a pretty quiet day. 

83r^ lirtt day. Got up earty, to feel after 
quietude of mind before the faoiily arose. Read 
Sarah Grubb's Jounia]. I earnestly desire 
£>r such an humble frame of spirit as she pos- 
sessed. Went lo Meeting, aiid was permitted, 
after a time of previous esercise, (o feel a little 
of the quickening virtue of truth. Went lo 
Hunlttigdon Meeting in the evening, and bad 
some inward struggles; but truth had the ascen- 
dency, and 1 was refreshed in spirit. 

34fA. Endeavoured this morning to get down 
to the spring of Life, but found it hard work. 
O! for more willingness to labour for daily 
bread, and for liubmi^ion of will to best direction. 
Read the Yearly Meeting's Epi^itle. In the af- 
ternoon suffered my mind to get ruffled by trifling 
events, which lefl uneasiness. I wish more and 

ore to turn lo that which smitetb. 

S6(A. Rose early (o retire a Utile before be- 
ginoing the labour of the day. Read iu the 
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Bible tkis morning. Was favoured after break- 
fast^ \vith a time of in^vard refreshment in mj 
family. 

S7/A. Arose at four o'clock. Endeavoured to 
feel after the springing up of that Life, ^hich^ 
enliveneth the spirit; and, though sensible to 
myself of little help at this time, was enabled to 
get through the day without condemnation. 

S9th, Up at four o'clock, sat awhile alone in 
silence, and then read in Bevan's Life of Pen* 
ington until time to go to my day's work. In 
the afternoon rather too impatient respecting the. 
trifles of the day. 

1st of 7th Month. Endeavoured to feel after 
jgood this morning, and although I found myself 
heavy and dull, yet find it good to seek daily 
for that, which when found, does enliven and 
animate the soul to press forward* 

8nd. Up early, and permitted to partake of a 
little of that bread which nourishes up the soul 
to eternal life. Attended Monthly Meeting to 
day; and when there desired to be under the 
influence of that power^ which can enable to do 
or to sufier any thing. But oh ! the contrary 
disposition which sometimes ariseth! I long; 




more and more to be so reduced as to be just 
what is best for mc ; but this is bard to flesh and 
blood. 

4l/i. Sat alone tliis morning, and read in the 
Bible previously lo entering upon my labour. Off 
my Ttatch in (be course of this day, aud used 
■omc uubecoming expressions to a fcllo\? work- 
man, wliicb gave me uneasiness. O! for more 
of ibat love vvbicli is not easily proroked, and 
thinkeib no evil! 

6th. Spent a short time alone this morning 
before work : compared my feelings to a cloudy 
morning, but was not without a living desire that 
ihe Sun of Righteousness would be pleased lo 
break through and shine. 

7lA. — First day mormng, AVreslling in spirit 
for the pure life. O ! what need there is to seek 
to Him, who alone remains to be the helper of 
needy. 



Too long in bed this morning, and but 
time before going to work ; passed the day 
Mi(hout condemnation, but should be glad to feel 
more solemuity on my mind this evening, and 
00 doubt 1 should, if 1 ncro more inwardly ex. 
ercised. 
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lOtk. By rising too early this morning, my 
body was not enough rested, which makes me 
dull and heavy, and unable to enter into inward 
labour. 

11th. Sat in silenoe this morning, and felt as 
if the streams of life were quite stopt: there is 
much rubbish to obstruct, and flinching is also 
felt when the work is hard. O for more wil- 
lingness to labour for spiritual bread ! 

ISth. My moisture is like the drought in 
summer. 

13th. Poor and low ; but longing after a closer 
union and communion with the Divine life^ got 
through this day pretty well. 

Uth.^ — First day. Retired awhile and found 
some quiet. After breakfast read to my family 
that part of Scripture relating to the death of 
Jacob. Our spirits were tendered, and I thought 
this feeling better than the increase of corn, or 
any thing relating thereto. I long that it may 
be the care of heads of families, to be in the 
practice of having a portion of the Scriptures 
read daily therein, and to observe a solemn pause 
after so doing : and although it may not be per* 
mitted always to feel good to the mind at such 
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seasons, yet it is good to be waiting and hoping; 
and if good is experienced, it makes ample amends 
for our dedication herein. Attended Huntingdon 
Meeting both morning and evening, and allhougU 
tried therein, yet not altogether without some 
impressions of good : and I remembered in one of 
the sittings, "They that sow in tears, shall reap 
in joy ;" (Rom. xxvi, 5.) and I felt encouraged, 

15(A. Up early, yet had little time for retire- 
ment, business requiring my attention, but felt 
my mind seriously desirous for best support 
through the day. 

16(A. Went to Meeting, in which I found a 
hard combat between flesh and spirit. What a 
continual warfare is a Christian life! and if it 
was not for a little spiritual refreshment now and 
then mercifully vouchsafed, how difficult would 
it be to maintain it. 

^^th. Panting after the pure life, and wishing 
I was so watchful as not to be the cause of ob- 
structing its arising into dominion. This day 
passed quietly away. 

\Bth. Retired this morning before beginning 
my day's work. 1 thought I felt as if I sat under 
nay own Vine and my own Fig Tree, where 
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none maketh afraid. How sirengtbeniBg to tlte 
mind are such seasons I 

19th. How different this to last morning f so 
dull and heavy, as if I had no life. I feel truly, 
that although the spirit is willing, the flesh ii 
weak. 

SOtk, Poor and low this morning, but wishing 
to learn, in whatsoever state, tlierein to be eon- 
tent ; knowing what it is, in some degree, both to 
want and to abound. How precious is that life 
which brings the mind to the state of a little childt 

2lst. Experienced a little strength to my 
mind this day in solemn silence ; although some 
trying matters occurred, in things pertaining to 
this transitory life. 1 wish for more of that love 
which is not easily provoked, and to manifest 
the same in conduct and conversation. 

S2nd^ Up early that 1 might have a little 
time for retirement ; and although the blessing 
promised was not so fully experienced as desired, 
yet a little quiet was felt, and a desire more wil- 
lingly to labour for daily bread, that quickening 
power which alone can enable to maintain the 
warfare between flesh and spirit. 
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93rd. The coinfoTt of ray ictiF^Mat tUs 
moniin^, inteirupted bjr the rcrocwbttpce flat 
yetterdajr 1 was too free in coDTCRKlioB inlb 
mj fellow woikmeo. Mach csdUod is required, 
mtet our words as xell as acdons. 

SI/A. Laj too loDg in bed this moriun^, aod 
Ihereby but little tine to retire. The morning 
is s good time for serioas reflection : and I 
often find ttie jesterdav's transactions revive, 
onuiDg peace or sorrow according to actions 
4one. Thb the Good Itemembrancer does for 



9bih. M/ mind soleinnlv impressed thi* 
morning, though ibe time of relirement was 
short, basinesa requiring early attention. Felt 
refreshed after oar family reading this moroing. 

OTM. My mind like tlic parched ground, 
hard ai)d dry. O ! ifiat 1 may wait willingly 
uid allentivcly far (be di^1iUing of the lieayenly 
lain, to sofleii and make it fruitful unto the 
Urd! 

fiBlA. Had but a short lime for retirement 
Ais morning, but my miml was weightily im- 
pcMsed, under a sense of the need 1 have, to 
bi inwardly sticngthcaed to persevere in the 
path of peace 
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2nd ofSth Month. Up early and walked for 
& time, felt very low and void of good. Wkat 
a state of exile this feels to be ! 

3rd. Felt a little inward support in my re« 
tirement this morning, which was short ; owing 
to having so many hours to labour for outward 
maintenance, I have but little leisure to devote 
to religious engagements ; but He who cares for 
the sparrows, and numbers the hairs of our heads, 
knows all things, and can help the sincere-heart- 
ed to every necessary good. His promises remain 
the same, and He will never leare nor forsake 
those that fear and serve Him in faithfulness. 

4^A. — First day. Am going to Meeting, 
and glad of the opportunity. I often con- 
aider it a favour that there is one day in 
■even that we, the laborious part of mankind, 
are released from employ ; that those who are 
disposed for it may attend to religious oppor- 
tunities for Divine worship. — A privilege I was 
at one time deprived of; but not so for the last 
twenty years. What a favor it is to have reli- 
gious employers ! 

8//r. No time for retirement this mornings 
After breakfast read the account of Moses's 
going up into the Mount. The cloud covered 
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the Mount six dajs, and on the seventh the 
Almigbty spoke to bim. This impressed my 
laiod witb the necessity of a due preparation of 
•out, before we can rightly know the voice of 
Him that speaketh from heaven; and it brought 
to my mind the practice too common of hastily 
rushing into words, in nets of worship, without 
the needful preparation of heart for so solemn a 
duly. 

lOlh. A time of conflict in my Itme of retire- 
ment this day. 1 want lo feel the honse of 
Daviil in me lo ijax stronger and stronger, and 
that of Haul to grow weaker and weaker, 
solicitous that I may be enabled to maintain 
the warfare, until the work in me is accom- 
plithed. 

IS(A. !^at alone as usual, when this language 
arose : " Be constant in seeking that which nour- 
islltflh up the soul to eternal life ; and faint not, 
O my soul! until all is done away, thai opposes 
liie righteous governiuent of Him whose right 
il itt lo reign." 

18/A. Glad of the return of the First day of 
IJM w«;k. Some quiet granted in my retire* 
Mail this morning. Went to Meeting ; had a 
•oUd sKling. In the afternoon sat with my 
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Master's family when reading; and after i< 
■pent a lime in bilcnce to satisfaction. How 
pleasant it is to see a largo family so orderly; 
«nd »o mucli sweetness amongst them 1 

I9th. Felt my mind weighty this morning; ' 
1 wish J may continue in the same frame allday, 
»inidGt the transactions thereof. 

SO/A. Went to Meeting, and was comfortablJ^ 
refreshed thereby. Let the slack atlenders saj^ 
what they will, I find it best for me to bs 
constant. 

S3rd, Slept too long this morning, and fet 
concerned that 1 have missed the opportunity d 
sitting alone before engaging on my day's worl^ 
Having often known the benefit of so doinj^ 
makes me now regret the loss, 

26(A. Not sufficiently on my guard to day. ' 



27M. At our week day Meeting, got a littJi 
precious quiet towards the close. 

S9th. Up early and expecting a time of ti 
tirement, but was called away ; had bowcTer 4 
little sweet refreshment after breakfast, in ret ' 
ing and sitting awhile in silence at the close. 
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' lit of 9th Month. My mind tendered this 
moniiDg, by reading some of the dying sayings 
of Friends recorded in Piety Promoted ; went to 
Meeting, and had a good refreshing time there. 

2(kh. In my retirement this morning, had to 
labooragainst a wandering mind ; yet^intheciose^ 
felt renewed in spirit. 

22nd. Am glad Meeting day is returned. 
O t for a willingness to rightly labour for that 
bread which nourisheth up to eternal life. 

27th. Attended our Quarterly Meeting, at 
which were present several valuable Friends, and 
a favoured time indeed it was : divers minds were 
melted into that tenderness and solidity of feel- 
ing, which raises a longing to be supported by 
that Power, which alone can enable us to per- 
severe in that which is good, and hold out to the 
end in well-doing. 

28th. My mind preserved in quiet resignation 
through the day, in which I was concerned to 
admonish an individual to whom I had formerly 
been united in religious feeling, on some im- 
propriety of conduct. He acknowledged my 
kind intention, which was relieving. I wish for 
myself and others to take up this part of the 
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crossy vhen vre see a friend or neighbour sliding 
away from the path of peace. It is written in 
Scripture: <^ Rebuke a wise man and he will Iotc 
thee." Prov. ix. 8, 

29th. Although poor, yet peaceful in mind : 
SJiOd I long, in aocordance with our great Masters 
advice, to possess my soul in patience. 

1 ith of 10/ A Month. Up early, and endeavour- 
ed to feel after the Divine life in myself, knowing 
the need I have of daily support. In my zeal to 
discharge myself faithfully towards my employer, 
in reproving unfaithful servants, I suffered that to 
arise which wants to be kept ia subjection. 
I desire I may in future be preserved in a right 
disposition on such occasions, should they again 
occur. 

17ih Endeavoured after that life which is the 
support of the true Christian Traveller. How 
comforting in time of religious drought is the 
celestial shower ! 

22nd. Went to our Meeting : present only 
my self and a little girl, about 8 years old ; friends 
being generally gone to attend the burial of our 
friend Ellington Wright ; but the good Spirit being 
felt to be near, I was refreshed* 
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35tk. Satisfied in my solitary sitting this 
morning. It is difficult for us to know what we 
lose, when we neglect the practice of waiting upon 
Hini, who has piomised to renew the strength of 
lliem who do so. 

2nd of Utk Month. 1 have of late felt Truth 
powerfully operating on my mind, to gather it 
home to a settlement therein. This is a great 
favour ; and my present desire is, to live near that 
which I am well assured can keep me from fall- 
ing ; although the contrary spirit besets me, and 
does oflcn occasion great conflict. 

Srd. Read a chapter in the Book of Joshua, 
and in sitting still after, was a little refreshed 
thereby. I long for a supply of those streams, 
which make glad the whole heritage of God. 



mm- 6th of 6th Monl/i, IS19. In reading over what 
Pliave written, 1 have been convinced there is a 
lenefit in minuting down some of our daily exer- 
cises ; and when 1 neglect it, I am satisfied 
it is a spiritual loss to rae. I feel earnest breath- 
ings of soul after a state of mind, capable of 
serving Him who is not a hard Master, with a 
w illing heart and upright intention. 

L_ 
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9th. At Meeting to-day derived a little spiri- 
toal strength. How precious is solemn silence 
and waiting upon God! I have many tinier 
thought in my solemn sittings in Meetings, what 
a privilege it is to be disencumbered of the 
world, with the mind centred on that Power 
who humbleth the heart and contrites the spirit. 

23rd. Up early this morning, and desirous 
to feel that which would build up and establish 
in the most holy faith. The watch- word in my 
retirement was : " If thou wilt enter into life, keep 
my commandments — deny thyself— take up the 
cross — and follow Jesus Christ," 

2nd of 2nd Months 1813. Yesterday was our 
Monthly Meeting, in which I sat in much weak- 
ness, and much fear and trembling ; and desiring 
that I may be very careful not to dishonour the 
best of causes therein, but may humbly and per- 
severingly seek to that which alone can afford 
sufficient light and strength for every station in 
Ufe ! This morning, when sitting with my family, 
after fearing that I should be like those who 
turned back and walked no more after Jesus, I 
was favoured with that precious feeling of good, 
which gives strength and encourages to persievcre. 

2] St. Attended Earith Preparative Meeting. 
It was a good time, and I was enabled to desire 
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to persevere, and hold out to the end. He that 
endureth to the end hiU be saved. Contemplat- 
ing this day on the presence of tlie Almightj, 
and how we cotild appear before his awful Ma- 
jesty, my mind derived a ray of encouragement 
from remembering, "Iletliat dwelleth in love, 
dwelleth in God, and God in him : for God is 
love." I John^ iv. 16. 

6M ofbth Month. At our Monthly Meeting 
yesterday, I felt much reduced, and thoughtj 
how aivful it Is \o appear before Him, who sees 
not as man seeeth, and who in mercy is pleased 
(o comfort the sincere-hearted. He remains to 
be to thema present helpandsure support. May 
1 not (urn out of the right way, nor loiter by tlie 

^ray ; but keep on, steadily eyeing the sure Guide 

Hto the kingdom of rest and peace. 

SOlh. Inclined to think on my ways, and lo 
have the feet of my mind turned towards the 
Testimonies of the Lord, so as to make tliem ray 
delight ; lo the praise of Him who has created 
lis for a purpose of his own glory. I may ven- 
tarc to nay, I love the Lord, because He has 
beard Ihe voice of my supplication. He has in- 
clined his ear unto nie; thcrclbre (liy his help) 
1 will call upon Him as long as I live, that He 
may hold me in his holy hand, from drawing 
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back, which I often fear for myself; yet this lan- 
guage prevails, " To whom shall I go ? Thou hast 
the words of Eternal life." John^ vi. 68. 

^th of 6th Month. Poor and low in my in- 
ward man, and how acceptable, in the Lord's time, 
are the returns of a renewal of strength ; and 
when in mercy vouchsafed, what consolation 
doth the persuasion afford, that ^^ As a Father 
pilieth his children, so doth the Lord those that 
love and fear Him." Psalm cm. IS. 



To the 19/A of Utk Month, 1816. 



TsEjirst Memorandum in this Section^ found in his 
own hand tcriting^ is without date^ but^from the circum* 
stances connected with it^ appears to belong to thisplace^ 
and to relate to his feelings before his appearance in the 
ministry^ as mentioned- in the next observations^ dated 
the Istof^dMonthy 1814, and was probably made 
during the interval to which that remark in his Diary 
alludes. 



Having obtained mercy through many trials, 
and in much weakness, to be measurably faithful 
to that Light which shows the right way and good 
old path, I have continued to this day, desiring 
to be a witness both to small and great, that I am 
a disciple of Him who died and rose again for 
mankind; feeling in myself a dying daily to sin, 
but being alive unto God, through the virtues of 
Him who is the true Bread of Life, and will 
never leave nojr forsake those who put their trust 
in Hiiu ; although they may, at times, feel as if 
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they were cut off for their part. If there be a 
stniggliDg exercise maintained; not giving up, 
but pressing through the crowd of difficulties, 
the time will most assuredly come when a cure 
will be witnessed, and an evidence felt, somewhat 
like what was said to the woman formerly : — 
" Daughter, be of good comfort, thy faith hath 
made thee whole ; go in peace." This is and 
has been the happy experience of thousands, and 
will be that of all those who continue to seek that 
Power which works both to will and do of his 
good pleasure. Omy soul! keep near, keep near 
to that which alone can bear up under every weight, 
and make useful in the Church, until this mortal 
must put on immortality, and the work be com-* 
pleted to the praise of the Great Workman. 

1st of 2nd Monthy 1814. After a considerable 
lapse, I again resume my pen, to record the Lord's 
tender dealings with me at our Monthly Meeting 
to-day, at Huntington. I was under exercise, and 
near the close obtained relief by expressing what 
impressed my mind. I greatly desire I may not 
hurt the good cause I have espoused, but seek 
after that which can preserve from all hurtful 
things, both in Meetings and out of Meetings. 

2wrf. Endeavoured this morning to seek after 
Divine strength, and have not been disappointed 
this day. 
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More and more desirous lo know a com- 



munion willi Him, wlio is our chi^t'est good, and 
O! ibat 1 may commit myself wholly to his 
goidance; He will not leave nor forsake those 
wbolrustin Him. 



\8lh of Sad Month. In silent retirement, the 
prayer of my heart has been for my own and my 
children's preservation la the truth, and dedica- 
tion (o Him who knows the secret breathings of 
every soul. 

IStk o/itk Month. Some late Meetings have 
been exercising and trying lo me, yet endeayou r- 
ingtoseeklo that Power, which alone can quicken 
and make alive the soul to God. I wish ever lo 
be found waiting for it, well knowing that nothing 
thort of Divine aid can be effectual to that end. 
It is a great favour, that in some seasons of retire- 
ment, out of Meetings, refreshment has been 
vouchsafed to the mind ; and earnest is my de- 
sire that I may feelingly adopt the language of 
one formerly ; " Restore unto me the joy of thy 
salvation, and uphold me by thy free Spirit." 

I&A. It has not as yet very often fallen to my 
Ifrt lo break up or close our Meeting for worship, 
Ht it did this day ; and I felt it a serious en- 
nent. The spirits of those on whom tbii 
b5 
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duty devolves, should be weighty and watchful 
for the right intimation, neither closing it too 
toon nor sitting too long. 

20th. In retirement to-day I was strengthened 
and instructed, by remembering how short and 
dwarfish I am, compared to many who have been 
more vigilant and watchful ; and I have seen 
clearly the fault is my own. I have been so back* 
ward to retire and seek for that help, which can 
and will carry on the good work of redemption, 
if rightly sought after, and not impeded in its 
progress, by the hindering and entangling things 
of this life. O ! that the time past may suffice, 
and that I may be more diligently devoted to 
Him, who is alone worthy to be served and 
obeyed, and who teaches as never man taught. — 
Strengthen me, O my Saviour I to be willing to 
submit to every dispensation which Thou seest 
ineet for my refinement ; fully believing all things 
which reduce the creaturely will, promote 
subjection to thy pure will. 

26tk. Impressed with the apprehension, that 
if I am one of the flock and family of God, surely 
one of the least and the most unworthy. 

28th. Week day Meeting was an exercising 
time, but Almighty goodness was near in an in* 



stracting manner, and my mind was relicTed by 
expressing a few words therein ; and I retnrned 
home peaceful in mind, and accompanied by a 
desire to guard against any thing, that would 
hurt tlie pure plant of the Lord's own planting in 
myself or others. 

90th. My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit rejoiceth in Grod my Saviour, in re- 
membrance of his mercy. I long for mankind, 
that they would turn to theLord, with their whole 
heart. His loving kindness is towards them, and 
would gather together in one his children, who 
are scattered abroad to the ends of the earth. — 
And may I not flinch nor give back in times of 
trial or afflictions, but patiently endure any al- 
lotted suffering ; ^^ Looking unto Jesus, the Author 
and Finisher of our Faith, who, for the oy that 
was set before him, endured the Cross, despising 
the shame, and is set at the right hand of the 
Throne of God.** Heb. xii. 2. He is our Ad- 
vocate with the Father. 

10/A of 7th Month. Some conflict at Meeting to* 
day. O ! that I may be willing to be reduced to a full 
submission to the uill of the great Master, and be- 
come as a little child, prepared to enter the 
Kijigdom,with theblessedinhabitants, the redeem- 
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ed of the Lord, and qualified to join them in 
hallelujahs to his holy name ! 

24M. Attended Meetings at Huntingdon this 
day ; that held in the forenoon was dull and labori- 
ous ; that in the evening more favoured with the in- 
fluence which comforts the mind, animates the 
soul, and strengthens to fulfil apprehended duty, 
the result of which is my experience this evening. 

25th. On reading some observations respect- 
ing Ackworth School to-day, how I have desired 
that those who have been, or may hereafter be 
educated there, may prize their privilege and be- 
nefit by so great a favour, as a religious, guarded 
care over them in their youth. 

I2th of I2th Month. Convinced this day that 
I should not have so long omitted putting down 
some of my exercises-— how easy it is to slide 
away from that which appears to be right 1 One 
day after another passes away, and without watch- 
fulness we might soon lose all sense of good. — 
Divine goodness and mercy follow us ; and what 
a favour it is that the good Remembrancer is near, 
to bring to mind things that are past, and also to 
excite to present duty* 

SOth. The troubles of my heart are enlarged. 
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O, bring Thou me out of my distress ! In liis own 
time, which is the best lime, I trust He will. In 
my present exercise, my dear children are very 
near to my heart, and fearfiilncas attends lest 
they should not do well. I long for them to he 
nitnesbes for truth and righteousness upon tha 
cnrlh. Gracious Father ! is the language of 
iny heart, draw tLcra by the cords of Ihj love, 
and allure tliem into the wildnerncss ; and there 
speak comfortably unto them ; that they may have 
»4rcngth to cast nil their care upon Tliee, whose 
liand is not shortened that it cannot save, nor 
thine car grown heavy that it caimot hear ! O, 
that all the irapedimenls between Thee and them 
may be removed ; and the incomes of Divine 
consolation be poured into their precious souls ! 
O! that III ey may prize the favour of Divine 
visitation, and improve the talent or talents 
commitled to them, and not be of them who bury 
in in the earth, or smother them amongst the 
lilies of the world, to their owu hurt, and rcli- 
18 ruin. 






Glh of Snd Month, IS15. This morning ray 
mind is humbled before Him, who is the same 
yesterday, to day, and for ever ; and I whs made 
ft little thankful at the remembrance of deliver- 

Ka few words in Meeting somelimeago, which 
OBt are in some degree come to pass, towards 
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some for \yhom I feel deeply interested ; not onljr 
Aft it regards them as individuals, bat also as pro* 
fessors of the Truth, as it is in Jesus Christ oor 
Lord and Saviour. 

22nd. Believed it right to attend the week- 
day Meeting at Huntingdon this morning, and 
my valued employer having, without hesitation, 
kindly set me at liberty, I went and attended the 
Meeting, under a sense of my own inability to do 
any thing aright of myself ; and soon after sitting 
down I was favoured to feel a little quietude of 
mind, and renewal of strength, under which, for 
some time, I waited, when an exercise arose to ex* 
press a few M^ords. I returned home from this 
Meeting in peace, and thankfulness to Him, wh9 
I trust graciously vouchsafed to strengthen a 
poor, weak creature, to do that which he appre- 
hended to be a Divine requiring. May I be 
preserved in humility and child-like dependance, 
{earning the lesson given forth by the Redeemer 
ef Mankind : " Take my yoke upon you and learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart ; and 
ye shall find rest to your souls.'* Matt. xi. 29, 

25/A. This morning endeavoured to seek after 
inward strength at first rising, but found the ene* 
my to all good striving against me. But what an 
inestimable favor to experience, in such seasons^ 
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the eflicacy of the Divine Master's rebuke, wiien 
be arose and &aid : " Peace, be slill ; and the wind 
ceased, imd I here was a great calm." Faitli is 
hereby renewed, and wisdom's ways are afresh 
seen to be ways of pleasantness, and all lier pathE 
are peace. Favoured with great sweetness in our 
week day Meeting, where 1 was exercised to ex- 
press a few words ; but » hich, without the ble&s- 
■ tagf could not feed any poor mind. 

pS fi&A. In our silent retirement after reading 
Uiis morning, a query came into my mind, Whe- 
l|ier, if required, I should be willing to leave all 
fur Christ ; and a fear succeeded that I should be 
like the young man who went away sorrowful. — 
Oh lanienlable cabe indeed 1 Not willing to for- 
gakt! all for Him, wlio died to save from sin and 
eternal death, and who has promised to be with 
his dedicated children and servants to the end uf 
tbc world. O 1 that, like the Father of the faith- 
ful, 1 may cbeerfully attend to every pointiug of 
duty, Riid resign every thing, near and dear, even 
M ail own beloved son. 

14M ofSid Month. I was last night affected 
by ao account uf the suflerings of some Friends, 
a few yean since, in Yorkshire, for our testimony 
agaiuat tbe Anti-christian yoke of Tythcs ; and 
one of Ibem, Joseph Brown, dying in prison for 
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liis faithful testimony therein, as did muny of our 
ancient Friends and forefathers in the truth. We 
profess to follow the same principle, and I be* 
lieve there are many precious brethren who are 
made willing, not only to believe in Christ, but, 
if called to it, to suffer for his sake. What have 
I suffered for Christ's sake, in comparison to 
those who have given up joyfully to the spoiling 
of goods, to imprisonment and death, choosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season I 

I geatly desire that I may be preserved in the 
Truth, without flinching, whatever may befal 
me ; and may I, according to my small measure, 
be valiant therein, steadily attending to that 
Power within, which still is and ever will be a 
stay and staff for the righteous to lean upon. — 
After reading the 102nd and 103rd Psalms to my 
family, I was strengthened to recount the mercies 
of the Lord to me and mine, and felt and express* 
ed a desire that we might be preserved alive in 
the Truth, until death may remove us from thi& 
transitory state ; and that we might not again re- 
turn to folly. 

16th of 3rd Month. On reading the 16th, 1 7th, 
and 18th verses of S6tb chapter of Isaiah, the- 
spirit of supplication covered my mind^^ on mjr 
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^■Wr and my fiimily's account ; tbatwe miglit lie 
^pelped by Almiglity power, tobecome his faith- 
Mil children and devoted servants. 

ft 17M. At our week-day Meeting to-day, after 
■a little act of dedication, wbicli produced relief 
■to my mind, I was made sensible of my own in- 
■Ability to do good witlioutt lie gracious aid of the 
|Boly Spirit ; and I often feel tlie fear, lest tbi» 
Hinguage should be applicable lu me : " BeLold, 
H^l ye tliat kindle a. tire ; that compass yourselves 
Hbout with sparks: \\alk in the light of your 
Hp'e, and of the sparks that ye have kindled.— 
"This shall ye have of mine hand ; ye shall lie 
down in sorrow." O my soul! be thou watch- 
ful, humble, patient, and submissive, at all sea- 
sons; waiting to learn of Ilim, who teaches as 
oever man taught. 

ISth. This morning, after rending to my fa- 
mily, our minds were humbled and refreshed by 
Himwhowaiteth tube gracious, to them who seek 
of Him their daily bread. 



SO/A. Favoured wilh, I hope, a little right help 
I Meeting to endeavour to excite reverent adora- 
ion of Almighty God, and fear before Him; 
lath arenewed bclicflhaf, if kept lo, it would pro- 
piioc love and fear of ofl'ending Him; and re- 
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ligion would become a delight, or, in other words, 
it would become our meat and drink, to do the 
will of our Lord and Master. 

21sL This morning, great pain of body, for three 
hours, caused close searching of the heart, and feel* 
ing after an evidence of acceptance, if removed out 
of the body. O ! what need, in time of health, to 
be preparing for the solemn change 1 nothing had 
need be left to be done when the pains are heavy 
on the body. May this be my first and chief 
concern, to seek to the Helper of Israel, for sup- 
port to walk in the ways of salvation. 

7th ofith Month. After a time of trial, re- 
freshed to-day at Meeting. " Blessed are ye that 
sow by all waters, that send forth thither the feet 
of the ox and the ass. O ! that more concern 
may be felt, at all times, to labour to overcome 
the Evil One ! In order for that, O ! my soul, 
watch thou in all things ; stand fast in that faith 
which gives the victory; quit thyself like a man; 
be strong in the strength of Him, who is the 
strength of Israel, and will remain to be his 
People's helper in every time of need, as they 
steadily look unto Him for it ; yea, even to them 
that are discouraged with thinking they cannot 
get forward. Trust in Him at all times, all yQ 
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is people, pour out jour hearts before Him. — 
■od is a sure lei'ugc for us all to See to. 

. SSnd, This morning, mj wife and self 
I s favoured opportunity in reading after 
breakfast, when I supplicated the Almighty 
Sbr prceervatiou in his boly, pure fear, the re- 
mainder of our days. May I feel a daily increase 
f concern to dwell deep in the low \alley of 
milialion, and in self denial; and may the Lord 
e pleased to work powerfully in my souJ, to 
irill and to do of his good pleasure, that thereby 
(preparation of heart may be experienced, for 
i safe arrival in eternal rest and peace. 

S8lk. Was refreshed at Meeting to-day, in 
l«nt waiting upon tLe Lord ; precious feelings 
re at timcii experienced in thus nailing un Itim, 
ho has promised, that nherc the two or three 
e met together in hia name, there will He be in 
e midst of them ; and his promises remain to be 
'ea and amen fur ever. His ^lajs are Mays of 
leasantne^s, and all his paths arc peace 1 bis 
gbt hand and his holy arm will, 1 hclieve, give 
le victory over every bcsetinent, to the watchful 
liad ; and cause a song uf praise lo his holy 



S9M. Exercised this morning in my silenl 
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Mraiting, respecting my sometimes appearing in 
our Meetings as a mouth for the Lord, and was 
enabled to pour out4ny soul in earnest breathings 
to the Lord, to be preserved in holy fear and re* 
signation, to the turnings and overtnrnings of big 
holy power upon me ; desiring to giye up that 
which is for the s\=ord to the sword, and that 
which is for the famine to the famine ; that no^ 
thing may remain but that which cannot be 
shaken ; and may I ^^ be strengthened with 
might by his Spirit in the inner man." 

9th ofbth Month. Very much tried the last 
two days, with a fear I should one day fall by 
the hand of the enemy ; and it will be so, if not 
preserved from iniquity, by the redeeming power 
of the Lord, which is able to do all things in and 
for us. 

\2th. The week day Meeting to-day was a 
time of favour, and I was strengthened a little to 
speak of the goodness of Him, who makes good 
his promise of being with the two or three met 
together in his name. I desire to be made sen- 
sible more and more of his goodness, and of his 
tender mercy towards the children of men, and 
to be enabled to glorify his holy name, in a life of 
obedience to his holy will, so far as made known 
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renting me. Adored be his power, for hi- 
tto helping such a poor creature as I am ! 

9t/i. I feel this da^ very low, yet dependent 
I Him, who alone can strengthen and en- 
n Ibe drooping mind. I often fear lest all 
mid not be right in his holy sight, who sees 
Lud all mankind, just as we are. The lan- 
ige of my heart is : '■ O ! Thou Refiner anil 
rifier of Ihy children, purge out all the dross 
I, and all the reprobate silver, until the 
pple of my heart is a lit place for ihioe holiness 
dwell in ; and during the refining operation, 
i pleu&ed graciously to support me, to bear all 
(be turning aud overtnrnings of thy Divine hand 
upon mc, and cause light to arise in the needful 

r" 

^gnUtofolh Month. Thanldul Ihis morning 
I for a reduced, humble stale of mind ; aud a peti- 
tion bath been put up lotlie Lord, that He would 
»eiid out hii. light and bis truth lo lead and guide 
Die lu hi& holy hill of Zion. 

g4/A. This morning, on going into the count- 
ing-bouvc to make an entry, and having so done, 
I looked at Ibe clock and saw it was just ten ; and 
U csme fresh to my mind that the Vearly Meet- 
ing was then gnlheriiig. 1 gat dowit and endea- 
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Yoared after quietude of mind, and to feel with 
those met together, after the Divine presence ; an^ 
was not altogether disappointed ; and looking at 
the Assembly, a hope arose that the glorious 
cause thej were met to promote, would prosper 
and prevail through time, to the honor of tbe 
Lord Grod and the Lamb, who will have the vic- 
tory. May we all wait low, prostrate, as at the 
feet of Jesus, there to receive every qualificatiom 
either for service, or suffering for tbe cause ef 
truth ; that we may stand in the day of trial,^ 
whatever may be permitted to beM us for a 
trial of our faith, which is more precious than 
gold. 

30th. Although absent in body yet present in 
mind, with the Friends assembled at the Yearly 
Meeting, and satisfied in my present allotment ; 
for how comfortable and refreshed hath my mind 
many times been, in the family I have been fa- 
vored to be with. The company of the dear 
little children, as well as those more advanced, has 
been sweet to me ; and it has been an encourage- 
ment to m&to believe, that the servants in the fami- 
ly are concerned for their spiritual good. That 
they may hold on in the good way, and be inr 
creasingly concerned to know Him that is true, 
and not be satisfied until they feel by blessed 
jexperience, that they are in Him, even in Jesus 
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irUt, is the siucere desire of my mind fur 
a all. 

Slst. This morning, after reading, a sweet 
I precious feeling was voiicli^afcd ; and that 

hicb nourishes the soul up unto eternal life, 
f in Home good degree experienced. 

itlo/Gt/i Month. Favoured again this morning 

I the overshadowing of Divine good. An 

timttble favour it is, (o be thus indulged day 

|ei day ! 1 wish I raa-y live a life of obedience, 

uverable to the rcquiriugs of Him, who thus 

with his chiidieu. He is a rich rewardcr of 

all them who diligently seek. Him, 

Sni/. Thuulifnl this morning for a continued 
Aen&c nf good, iind thai nothing has been permit- 
ted to interrupt the precious uuily which has 
been felt amongiit us. What a favour that we arc 
pot left nor forsaken by the God of our lives. 

Ath. This evening I took leave of the dear 
fnaily in which 1 have resided the last two 
weeks; and in looking buc|t upon the time so 
spent, the retrospect is pleasant, and affords com- 
fort to my mind ; which was humbled under » 
Mnitc of the Lord's goodness and mercies to bia 
creature m»n ; and uiay I not have less towards 
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Him^in those dispensations less grateful to our 
nature, vrhen permitted to be our allotment. 

6th. At Monthly Meeting to-day, the exercise 
of mind turned to the consideration of what the 
mind should be about in Meetings ; and it afresk 
appeared to be, to 'wait to know the Master^s will| 
and to do it ; and I believed it right for me (0 
express my view thereof to my friends, which 
tended to my own relief, and I hope was not unsa- 
tisfactory to those present; or I hope some one 
would give me a hint thereof. I wish to be re- 
signed to be thus dealt with, and to have all the 
help I can ; for I am sensible I stand in need of 
it. ^' Let the righteous smite me, it shall be a ' 
kindness ; and let him reprove me, it shall be 
an excellent oil, which shall not break my head!" 
In the afternoon of this day, my spirit was hum- 
bled, and my heart contrited, at the interesting 
account my wife gave of the solemnity which 
prevailed at the close of the Yearly Meeting.— 
How consoling and encouraging are such season9! 

S7M. I thought this morning, in my silent 
meditations, that true resignation to Him^ who 
knows the end from the beginning, and ancient 
things and things not yet done, would best fit us 
for all his dispensations, and enable us to bear 
them, until He perfects that which most concern^ 
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May it be ray first and last concern, to 
B thus resigned ! and all things nlll, I have no 
, work together for good. 

KSrrf of 7th Month. Had conversation to-day 
Itba friend on several religious subjects, I trust 
fcvy own edification and instruction; parlicu- 
riyon the dedication of Daniel, in kneeling 
n thrice a day before Him, who has promised 
■give his Holy Spiritlotbem that ask it of Him. 
[ have rcncwcdiy believed that the practice 
[Pttiniing to the Lord, oHcner than the day, in 
Hital aspiration and supplication for help, 
nld, if done In sincerity, be blcssscd by Him, 
> is not slack in performing his promises ; but 
ill be found of them who seek Him, to their 
rlbcrance and growlh in the Gospel of our 
ilbrd and Saviour Jesus Christ. I have found 
c and salisfnclIoQ in thus retiring before the 
Lord. Many fears oflen attend my mind, onlhr 
subject of the awful engagement of speaking in 
Meetings in the name of tlic Lord, and lest I 
•hould run in my own will, or mistake the mo- 
tion in my mind, and so gel into a habit ofspeak- 
ing unbidden, and without the holy unction. — 
Tlie Lard only knows what isgood and right, and 
wlial ii best, and when and how it is most lit to 
I his own Hock. 



^Bed his own 
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nth. Haying obtained help of God, I confr 
nue to this day. Thanks to his great name wki 
gave me life, breath, and bcitig ; who has sufk 
ported and supplied that life ever since, in a plen- 
tiful manner, even when estranged from Hini) 
and when serving divers lusts and pleasuies; 
living in malice and envy. And O ! whst t 
favourthatthe kindnessand love of God appeared^ 
in visiting my soul, in order to redeem it firMi 
the pit of destruction, and bring it into the glo* 
rious liberty and freedom of the children of Grod! 
May I, the remainder of my days, walk worthy 
of so great a favour, and be more and more de* 
voted to his praise, that his name may be gloria 
fled in and by me, while I continue in this muta« 
ble state. 

8th of 8th Month. Having this morning been 
rather too slow in following my Guide, in a little 
apprehended requirement, another stepped iii 
before me ; and it has left a sadness on my mind| 
for not offering in the apprehended time ; not 
through wilful disobedience to tlie Master's 
command, but rather from timidity of mtnd.^ — 
May I more and more desire after such a state 
of watchfulness and resignedness of mind, as' 
to be truly any thing or nothing, just as it 
pleaseth Him, whom I desire to serve ! and, so 
far as qualification is given, may 1 promote his 
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rigbteous cause in the earth ; for io bowedness 
Ktf mind can my soul acknowledge, that He is 
irorth^ over all, of adoration and praise ! 

I8th, At our week day Meeting lo-day, I ex- 
perienced the advantage, and fcit the privilege 
■«iflhBB meeting together for worship; and the 
refreshing stream of Divine love flowed into the 
■onl from the Fountain of all good. Thanks (o 
bis holy name, therefore, are nt this time offered. 

SSnd. Yesterday at Meeting, exercised with 
«n apprehension of duty to speak in the name of 
tlM Lord, which I feci to be an anful engage- 
meal ; yet a sweet employ when influenced by 
his Holy Spirit thereto, which gives strength to 
rise over every opposilion; and when truth 
reigns over ail, how dotli the humble mind rc- 
JoicCf and acknowledge to the goodness of the 
Lord, and to bis marvellous dealings with the 
children of mer ; and at his merciful condescend 
sioo to rebellious man i 

fiS/A. Attended Earith Preparative Meeting, 
uid after a lime of exercise, a little strength was 
adorded to express a few words by way of ex- 
hortation (o be watchful, that we do not take Our 
flight in the winter, nor on the sabbalh day ; and 
I returned home thankful for the goodness and 
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tender mercy of a Gracious Helper, Vfho luiowi 
bow to lead and guide his depending chUdres; 
and never fails to help when resigned to do kii 

will. 

3rd of lOtk Month. At Monthly Meeting to* 
day, a tossing time and not wholly resigned^-*- 
Too much of the creaturely part uppermo0t; 
O ! that it may be more and more reduced, aad 
the mind become more like a little child. TUk 
is a safe state, and my mind longs to be preserved 
therein. 

4th. Low and weak this morning, feeling 
hardness and wandering of mind in retirements— 
In reading after breakfast, a little relief. How 
I wish I could love the Lord my God with -dXl 
my heart ; serve Him with a willing mind ; and 
seek Him, so that he may be found of me a poor 
creature ; and never forsake Him, and incur the 
penalty of being cast off for ever. 

Slk. First day. Meeting in the morning hea- 
vy and exercising. Reading in my niaster's &- 
mily, in the afternoon, was refreshing, as also that 
in iny own family in the evening; which was a 
peaceful close of the day. May the evening of 
my life, end in that sweet peace which passes all 
b uman ^ndccstamling . 
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UA. Misquoted one word in a passage front 
plureatoiirwcek day Meeting tliis morning, 

nugli not sufficiently minding my goad Guide, 

kich produced regret and sorrow. 

Felt condemnedlliis morning, for speak- 
g something last evening, which would liave 
better omitted. I entreated forgiveness, 
eeince known a little quiet. What a 
Tit is to have an Advocate witUthc Father, 
II poor, frail man oifeuds ! " He is the Propi- 
}n for our sins: and not for onrs only, but 
> for the sins of the whole world." 

Comfortable, and feel the strengthening 
A of that Power which is able lo preserve, over 
1 and through all, those who live near thereto, 
t keep humble and in true self abasedne-s. — 
evening, attended alittleMocting, intend- 
■ti to promote the circulation of the Scriplnres, 
and felt a liberty to encourage the poor people 
to a cheerful surrender of their mite to so good a 
work, and was satisded therewith. 

18(A. Rcfresfied this morning amongst my 
fellow workmen, at the house of my empiuycr, 
before entering into the labour of the day. ! 
wisliilinay be an increasing concern amongst 
■naiferK, to instruct their dependants iu the way 
c 3 
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of truth and righteousness ; then, I believe^ 
urould servants be more diligent and faithful ui 
their employ. '^ Masters, give unto your servaiti 
that ^hich is just and equal; knowing that ye 
also have a Master in Heaven.". God is not on* 
mindful of such a work and labour of lovcw 

Slst. Permitted to feel serenity and calmnes. 
What a favour it is ! I greatly esteem it, and can 
say : ^^ Bless the Lord, O my soul 1 and forget 
not all his benefits!" but endeavour to think of 
them with gratitude and thankfulness. ^01 
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men !" 

SndoflStk Month. Goodness and mercy have 
followed me all the days oi my life. The Loid 
spared me from day to day, not giving me 
over to death and eternal judgment, even when 
an enemy to Him by wicked works. O i the 
compassion and long suffering to me when a 
rebel ! 

7th of 1st Monthy 1816. A favoured Meeting 
to-day. Great is the love and goodness of the 
Heavedly Father, towards the children of men! 
I desire to be wholly devoted to Him ; and that 
nothing may be too near or too dear to part with 
at his command ; but that true resignation and 
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- baiDtUly ma; be the covering of mj spirit, so 
lODgas I am clolbcd upon Hilh morialiij; and 
majr R E|)iril of love, and a serene mind, be coiili- 
Doatly experienced, that I may t>L- prepared for 
ejcry good m ord and work that may be required 
at my liands, by a goi'd and gracious God ; who 
when lie calls upon tiis servantii, qualifii-s ibem 
to do lti& »ill. 

S5tli. At out week day Meeting both exer- 
cised and rcfresbed. It is well to be in Ibe uay 
of good. Thou exercised mind, who mayst at 
timeH be fearful and faini-bearted,keep near tbat 
AriDofPo-ter, which never failclb to be the help 
of those who earnestly seek Him, He will 
strengthen them in the Lord, and they bhall walk 
np and down in his name, sailb He who is fuith> 
fttl to his promises. 

HthofSrdMonik. A quiet habilalion has 
be«a vouchsafed for some dajs past. Prai&c 
■wailelU the Lord, for his adorable goodness, to 
one so unworthy. " Trust ye in the Lord for 
ever; fur in the Lord Jelmvah is everlasting 
slrenglh." He will not fail nor forsake those 
wbo love, fear, and serveHimwilbihe ability He 
Xt pleased to impart. 
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in the fear of the Lord, and in endeayouring to 
serve Him ^ith a perfect heart and a willing 
mind; bearing the cross daily, and following 
my Heavenly Leader, whether through evil re- 
port or good report, unmovable, seeking that 
honour which comes from God alone ; all self* 
seeking done away, which so often disquiets the 
mind, and hinders from that which is good* 

15th. Renewed desires that it may please 
Infinite Wisdom and Goodness, to prepare my 
heart as a fit residence for his holiness ; and thai 
the God of my salvation may not leave me ; bnt 
that his loving-kindness and truth may continu- 
ally preserve me. 

T 

SZnd. Father of all my mercies ! Thou know« 
est all things, and how poor and needy I am; 
but, if of thy poor in spirit, let me be content. 
If worthy to be reduced for the body, the 
Church's sake, then should I be thankful ; yea, I 
should think it an honour to be made to suffer 
for its sake. May I resign all to Him who has 
a right to rule and reign in all our hearts. 

■ 

S9th. O Thou whom the wind and the te^. 
obey! neither leave nor forsake thy little oneV 
May I so abide in Thee, the Living Vine, as 
to receive nourishment, and bring forth fruit 
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Wrte praise of ihat great and excellent Name, 
which is ever worthy of adoration ! 

6tk of 5th Month. Goodness and mercy still 
continued to me, from Him who is the source 
from whence all our comforts flow, and who 
alone can furnish poor, weak, and sinful man, 
with the means of happiness here and a blessed 
inheritance hereafter. 

8/A. Poor and needy, but sensible from 
whence help comelh. May I seek the Lord, and 
find Htm a present help in the needful time! 

19(A. Arrived in London. In the aflernoon 
attended a Meeting for worship at Devonshire 
House, was much encouraged iu seeing many 
raluablc friends gathered together, and refreshed 
by the precious covenant of love and life felt 
amORgst us, and by all the living testimonies ' 
borne to the truth thereof. 

SO/A. Attended the Meeting of Ministers and 
Elders, at ten o'clock. The preciousness of that 
power was felt, which first gathered us to be a 
people; and the business was weightily entered 
opon, and carried on with much love, unity, and 
harmony. This Meeting adjourned at one, and 
assembled again at four o'clock. At the conclu- 
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sion of this sittings this language prevailed in mj 
mind : '^ O my soul ! learn daily more and more, 
to seek for that bread and water of life, which 
support the living in Israel, and strengthen them 
to labour in the vineyard of the Heavenly Hus- 
bandman ; that thou mayst feel daily the fellow- 
ship and unity of the brethren, in Christ the 
Living Head of the Church. 

Slst. Met again this morning at ten o'clock. 
Very weighty and important business claimed 
the attentioji of this as well as the previous sit- 
tings ; and friends minds were evidently deeply 
impressed therewith, and I trust the Meeting 
was favoured to arrive at a right decision, on the 
different subjects submitted to its deliberation* 

22tid. The Yearly Meeting for Discipline 
met at ten o'clock; and I trust my mind was, in 
divers sittings, both instructed and comforted. 
The reading of several Testimonies of ministering 
friends deceased, raised a desire in my mind, 
that I might live so as to die like those that die 
in the Lord» 

29tk. Hold up my goings in the way, so that 
toy footsteps slip not^ is the language of my 
mind. Replenish my soul, O thou Fountain of. 
all good! make me useful and fruitful in thy 
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"Teavenly viiieyaril! by tby quickening power, 
■whicli alone can qualify to perform the work 
acceptably. O Lorii, my God! in Thee tlo I 
put my trust, let me never be a&Uamcd; but \k 
Tliou my arm every morning, and a defence from 
B face of the enemy. 



^k. This day I have visited a little Meeting 
it of the compass of our own Monthly Meeting, 
tbe first time any concern of this sort has been 
experienced; and I was favoured beyond ex- 
pectation to relieve my mind, and returned home 
in peace; tbanks be to tbe Helper of those who 
Mideavour to rely on Him, who has all power in 
A and in earth. 



jt™' 



16th of lift Month. "Thy name, O Lord! en- 
dures for ever, and lliy memorial, O Lord ! to all 
generations." May it please Thee, out of (he 
icbes of (liy mercy and goodness, to incline my 
rt more and more to seek Thee, tbe Fountain of 
tng waters ; so that my spirit may drink thereof 
i be strengthened, as an instrument to water 
B plants of thy hands. Thus be Thou pleased, 
liuu Source of all blessedness, to help mc and 
ihy seeking children in all ages, to thy praise, 
and to the glory of thy great and everlasting ' 
BMoe. AmcQ, 
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9rd of 9th Month. Received an intimation to 
day from a friend, relative to my ojQferings in the 
Ministry, advising me to examine the fleece both 
uret and dry; which has revived a concern, I 
trust often prevalent with me, that I may be 
preserved from going forth in the name of the 
Lord in the activity of the creature ; and caused 
me to petition that I may not offend the Holy 
One of Israel, or any of his little ones, by speak- 
ing without the holy anointing. 

Sth. Enabled to thank and bless the Lord for 
his mercies and his goodness vouchsafed to me 
hitherto, helping in mind and body according, 
to the wants of the day ; and to beg for pre- 
servation in his holy fear all the days of ray 
life, and to be strengthened to bear his dispensa- 
tions, and all his tqruings and overturnings, and 
to desire that nothing may remain. in me, bul 
that which cannot be shaken. 

ipthoflUh Month. Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped me. — May I walk with patience and per« 
severance in the path which leads to peace^ ia ai 
holy^ dedicated spirit I . 



Sl^tttion WSL 

Fr9m Hfbthof UtMorUhj 1817, to the Sltt qf 3rd MmUh, IMt 



5th of 1st Monthy 1817. At Meeting to-day, 
a solid, weighty feeling was experienced ; and it 
proved a time both of instruction and encourage* 
nent. 

\Uh. Peace and qnietness cover my mind* 
ibis evening ; feeling the blessing of the Lord, 
which maketh rich, and addeth no sorrow there- 
with. I desire to be more and more devoted in 
heart and life, ta walk hnmbly with Him the re» 
mainder of my days, that my footsteps slip no^ 
by the way. The Lord knoweth better thaa I 
do, what I am, and what is beet for me ; and I 
dtsire to cast all my care upon Him, and if He \» 
pleased to uphold roe by his free Spirit, I 
shall be safe from falling a prey to my own incli** 
nations and weaknesses. 

Hit. O Thou Father of Mercies ! be pleasedT 
to preserve me humble, patient, watchful, aadP 
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resigned; thai in all things thy vill may be 
done in me. Incline my heart to fear thy name, 
and to trast that Thou ivilt be a present help in 
every needful time. 

I3th of Snd Month. O Thou who art « the 
hope of thy people, and the strength of the 
Children of Israel ! be pleased to make me of thy 
wrestling seed, that the blessing of strength and 
hope may be granted through this probationary 
rtate. 

96th. This evening a little spiritual refresh* 
ment was granted after leaving work, and sitting 
down to read in the Scriptures, and to feel after 
holy. help. O the goodness of God 1 who fails 
not to meet them that seek Him in sincerity and 
truth ; and I desire as well as I can, to ascribe 
tiianksgiving and praise, and to put my whole 
confidence and trust in his love and pow^, to 
carry on bis own work in my soul; redeeming 
from all that is co&trary to his holy wiU, that a 
pure offering may be offered unto Him ia 
righteousness.. 

9rd of 3rd Month. It is tJie select Meetings 
this evening. May my mind be preserved from 
aljl that is wrong in my way to the place of meet- 
ing.; andy^when there^ be favoured to wait for^ anct 
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feti after the living power of tbe Lord ; and may 
I be willing to suffer, (ba( I may rei<tii with my 
Saviour. Willi the&e desires I ieuve liomu, long- 
ing for tbe blessing. 

ith. Returned this evening from theMon(h)/ 
Meeting, in peace anil quietude of mind, feeling 
no condemnation. O! that prcEcrvalion may be 
experienced, in the fear of tlic Lord, the rest of 
m; da^s here oil earth; and allhough weary in 
body, in ibe Lord's work, yet 1 am not weary of 
it; but love it more and more, and delight 
(herein. 

5t/i. On waking this morning, I felt quiet and 

serene, on looking b;<ck on ye^tcrday's work.— 

. ml desire not to venture too far, cither in the work, 

^H amongst iny friends, with whom I feel and 

^MMet wilh such great freedom and kindness, like 

children of one family, united by one kind and 

failhful Father, whobcgetsunto hisown likeness, 

by his own blessed power; and wills it should 

be 80 ; everlasting praises be to his Holy Name, 

now and for ever and ever. Amen I 

lO/A. Yesterday, I attended Chatteris Prcpa- 
ralivc Meeting and returned home in pence. Tbe 
power of truth was felt amongst iheasscmbledcoiD* 
'iQBuy. 1 wish both they andmyselfjinaydailyM^ek 
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after its quickening inflnence. This morning 
this portion of Scripture instructively arose : 
<* Give us of your oil ; for our lamps are gone 
out." May my concern increase to have oil in 
my own vessel ; that my lamp may be kept bum- 
iDg, and when the Heavenly Bridegroom comes, 
I ^Vij be ready to enter in with Him to the Mar* 
riage Feast. 

23rd. At Meeting twice to-day, but felt like 
the parched ground ; and I longed for the 4}ew 
rf heaven to descend upon my spirit. Some 
little peace succeeded this exercise, which gives 
me encouragement to hope, that ^Uhe parched 
ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land 
springs of water." And if fruitfulness appear, 
mmy glory be given to Him alone, to whom it 
belongs* 

24tth. Longing to bear the cross, and that yio-* 
lory may be obtained over sin, through the 
Captain of Salvation^ 

25tk. A little nn watchfulness this day, (brought 
to my mind by the good Remembrancer,) inter* 
^pted that serenity which I believe was designed 
for me this evening. When will all the old thingr 
be done away, and all things become new ? I be-» 
lieveit is for this good and gracious end that latnr^ 
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pcnoiUeti io foel as I now do ; and O tbat I may 
profit Iherfby ! 

\st of btk Month. Lend me and guide me, O 
Thoulioly One! llie remainder of my days, in llm 
way tliat is acceptable in thy holy sight 1 be- 
seccU Tlice, for ihy name's sake, let me not stray 
from illy holy law, written in my heart. 

Wlh. Aficr discouragement in the forepart 
of the Meeting to-day, some solid salisfaction was 
gained fi>witrds ihc close. 1 wish to be a patient 
waiter for Christ ; and more and more to love 
his appearance in tlie heart ; preparing it fur the 
crown of immortal life. 



^d of Gift Month. I find great ncal 1o nbitfe 
near thai which crucifies the affections and the 
lusts: which would soon be uppermost, if we 
failed to look lo that Power, which keeps alive 
unto God. May I put my trust, and cu^t all my 
care, on the All-hUfUcient Arm of belp, that H« 
ouiy not lake his Holy Spirit from me ! 

Sth- I want to feel yet more of the retliiclion 
of self, in every pari, that Ihc pure seed of the 
Kingdom may arise, and all ils blewhed fniit« 
ipcar in life and convernation; and may I be 
bted lulhc Unchangeable Source of all blessed- 
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uesBj and experience fellowship with the fiiithfal, 
and an union with the Father and with the Son 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour ! 

31st ofllh Month. Thankful to feel heavenlj 
good is near, to preserve from the snares of death. 
O i that an abiding may be known, under the 
shadow of the Almighty ; and a dwelling in the 
secret place thereof, until all danger is over, and 
a safe Janding is permitted, out of the reacll of 
all that would destroy the life in me. 

23rd of 8th Month. I secretly covet preserva* 
lion this day, and the remainder of my life, in 
the fear of the Lord ; in the.love and service of the 
Almighty, who (I have faith to believe) will be 
near to all that are concerned, to devote their 
hearts and lives unto Him. 

lit of 9th Month. Left home to attend Month^^ 
ly Meeting, with a desire, that nothing of the 
man's part may get up, and I get smitten for 
forward zeal ; and, through the mercy of Him^ 
who hears and answers prayer, peace and satis- 
&ction are enjoyed on my return. O ! for a 
grateful sense of his goodness towards a poor 
creature, helpless of himself, and who is prone to 
wander, but longs to be gathered to the true fold^ 
and there to know the Shepherd's voice. 



20ih. Legn^ing home to attend the Quartcrij 
Meeting, to be beld at Hitchin, with desires to be 
kept in tke fear of the Almight j. 

23rd. Returned in peace ; and, although I had 
to pass through scnne deep exercises, yet I hope 
only such as have been for my good ; reducing 
thatin mc,irh:ch opposes the righteous government 
irf'IIiro, whose right it is to reign in the beaits 
of his creatures. Bfay I willingly submit to the 
purifying operation of that Power, which is alh 
sufficient to effect the work of cleansing, and to 
bear up under its operation. Trust in the Lord, 
for in Him alone is safety 1 

SSth» The desire of my heart is, that in Meet* 
ing and out cf Meeting this day, I may wait on 
God ; for from Him only cometh my help. 

2nd of 1 Uh Month. In thee, O Lord my God 1 
do I put my trust : let me neyer be ashamed 1— 
Preserve me in tliy fear, that I may never offend 
Thee I 

2iih. Greatly desiring to be preserved in the 
Heavenly Wisdom, and that the good fruits there* 
of may be apparent in me. 

28th of 12M Month. Having obtained help of 
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God, I continae to desire to be enabled to serve 
Him in righte. usness and true holiness, the rest 
of my days here on earth ; and O ! that He may 
tend out bis light and his truth into my heart, 
and bring roe to his holy hill, ^here I may offer 
sacrifices of joy and thanksgiving unto Him, ivhq^ 
is my life — my all in all. 

Ist of Isi Monthj 1818. Another yearconh' 
menced. May I begin, go on, and continue, so 
long as permitted to be in the body, in the fear 
of the Lord ; that whether I live this year 
throughout or not, I may obtain mercy through 
Him, who came into the world, and took our 
nature upon Him, and who suffered without the 
gates of Jerusalem, the just for the unjust, to 
bring us to God ; that we may partake, with the 
saints in light, of that inheritance which is un- 
defiled and fadeth not away. Let my trust be 
in the Lord, to do his will and his works in ray 
soul, to fit it for such enjoyment, 

12/*. Thankful for the hope, that preserva- 
tion from evil has been mercifully experienced. 
I desire to be made willing to suffer for the glory 
of God, and for the advancement and spreading 
of truth amongst mankind, in such way as may 
be consistent with his wisdom. 
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\%tk of ^nd Month. This encouraging lan- 
guage jiresents to my mind : "The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shail not want." I desire iucreas- 
ipgly to know his voice, and to follow Him ; and 
to flee from the voice of the stranger, every lime 
^M^sounds to disturb or tempt. 

^RletA of 3rd Month. Weakand unable, I think, 
lor any service in the cause of truth ; but I con- 
fide in best help, in the needful time. 

23rrf. Satisfied that no other thing than the 
Power of God in man, is sufficient to serve Him 
in holiness and righteousness; and, without fear- 
ing man, I desire to impress on others, the im- 
portance thereof. 

30th. Allendcd Northampton Quarterly Meet- 
ing, and liad bolidsalisfaclion therein. Next day 
irvi at a Meeting nt Raunds, fo luy own encou- 
ragement. 

bth ofith Month. Attended a burial yester- 
day, at HuTitingdon. It was a day in which I 
was engaged in much religious exercise. 

6fA. Rose this morning under a feeling de- 
Hire to know all well inwardly, and felt some 
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Sth. Desirous that self shoald be made of no 
reputation, and that the Lord would be pleased to 
grant roe his holy help, to lift up a standardi 
against the great enemy of the soul's progress in 
the Divine life. 

15th. Pantings of heart this morning, that all 
whkh is not right in me, may be overcome by 
the Spirit of truth, and that every thought, and 
every imagination of the creature, may be brought 
down to the obedience of Christ ; that the Lord's 
work in me may not be marred, but that I may be 
permitted, in the close of time, to join the innu- 
Hierable company in praising the great Redeemer. 

26tk. Desirous, and imploring the Father of 
mercies, aild God of all substantial comfort, to 
be kept in the path of truth and righteousness ; 
that the way wherein I should go may be made 
known unto me, by Him to whom I lift up my 
soul. 

2nd of 5th Month. In going from home this 
evening, my heart's desire is to be preserved alive 
in the truth, that my return may be in that peace 
in God, which passeth the understanding of man, 
Bs man, in his natural and unenlightened state. I 
feel a renewed evidence, that the kindness and 
love of God, my Saviour, is still towards me. 



Mb 
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4t/i. Returned home lln's evening, having 
been mercifully helped under much exercise. — 
O, that I mif^'lit be clothed npoii with the righte- 
□usnois of God ! and, tiirough faith in Him, con- 
tinue luilil death, briuging forth ibe fruits thereof. 

Sfl«/ of 6th Month. The reading of (he Scrip- 
tures becomes more and more precious in my view; 
and O ! that I may witness the fulfilment of some of 
ihcexceedinggrcat and precious promises therein 
held out, lo the humble, faithful followers of a 
cnicilted Saviour. Tliat I may day by day know 
of that life which is hid with Christ in God ; and 
Ihat, ill the ability received from Him, I may 
labour for (he advancement and spreading of 
Trulb. 

90M, On reading, this evening, the exercises 
of a Miiiisier amongst us, I was so forcibly struck 
with soint^ parts, (hat the language of my heart 
wa«: " l*rchcrve lue, O tliou blessed Saviimr of 
men 1 on (he right hand and on the left ; and if 
1 have missed my way, pardon me, and wash me 
in that Fountain, opened (o the house of David, 
and to the Inhabilanls of Jerusalem." 

2WA o/8/A Month. O Lotd! TUon art good, 
and doe»l g«)od ; Thou art God. O I that 1 may 
be ptMerved all uiy future days, to irusliii Thee, 
am) to have ho other God but Thee. 
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8l$tof 10th Month. Quiet and serene, after 
.a journey on truth's service ; and fiivoured witb 
contentment, to return again to, and settle indus- 
triously at my labour; and with a religious so- 
licitude to maintain the cross, and trust in the 
Lord. 

1st of 11th Month. Good desires prevaily^ 
that my mind may be preserved in the path that 
leads to peace. 

14M. My soul, wait thou upon God t for my 
expectation is from Him, for pardon, and for 
grace to help in the time of need, and for daily 
bread, both for mind and body. May nothing 
be yielded to which is contrary to true hdi* 
ness ; but may I be able to regard the language 
of Paul to the Corinthians : ^' Watch ye ; stand 
fast in the faith ; quit you like men ; be strong." 
And be strong through that grace which comes 
by Jesus Christ; that, through the virtue there<^, 
a complete separation may be known, between 
that which is of God, and that which is not; aod 
the triumphant victory be proclaimed : ^^ Thanb 
be to God, who giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ !'' 

S3rd. Dependant on the bountiful Giver of 
every good gift. I wish this sensibility to be 
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rtiys Hie companion of my mind ; and that <i 
WtUiiigncss may be experieuced to be, in all states, 
eiMitent. 

^MndoflSlh Month. I am bound to acknow- 
iedge, tliat llie L:)rd is good lo me, day by day, 
ill prL'serving, in fee-ding, in cloalliing ; having 
KU, Kud abounding. O I ibat my heart may also 
l^uiid with love and graliUtde, for all bis bene- 
tUf both spiritual and temporal ; and be freely 
knd cheerfully given up lu every requiring which 
iavade manifesl. 

\tt of Im Month, 1819. I have lived lo see 
■DOther year begun ; and I desire to advance in 
tbe Divine life, as time moves on ; so that, when 
tbe end comes, the work mny be finished,and an 
entrance granted into the eternal inheritance. 

30lh of 3rd Month. Favoured with a quiet 
mind, after a journey into Northamptonshire. 
When the journey through this transitory state 
isdver, m:)y it be, as on this little religious en- 
gagement, without any feeling of condemnation; 
and that I may be found one of those, who 
tbTougti Divine aid, walk not after tbe flesh, but 
•fter tbe Spirit ; and may thereby be owned of 
Him, who is ordained to be Judge both of the 
qaick and dead. 



A 
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I7ih o/4:th Month. Remembering this morfh 
ing, one of our Society, and bis fall, it has caused 
a cry in my mind for preservation, in an humble, 
little way ; and a constant watchfulness against 
4he rising of a vain mind. I also mourn for the 
scattered in our religious Society * and greatly 
desire all may, by watchfulness, be enabled to 
stand against the wiles of the devil ; may be 
preserved from looking after great things, aod 
may be blessed with contentment, in their several 
llotted stations. And may we all be qualified 
rightly to adopt this language : ^^ He shall 
choose our Inheritance for us, the Excellency of 
Jacob wb/om He loved.*' 

« 

I9ih. I desire to be more resigned to ths 
cross, standing open to it, and at all times in rea- 
diness to yield to the constraining or restraifung 
power of the truth, that it may be my meat and 
drink to do the will of God» 

lUh qf^h Month. Impressed with the piuu* 
foU mercies of Him, who is the same uncbaogo- 
able^ holy Majpsty of heaven and earth, a que^ 
ariseth> Who. can utter the praise that is due to 
his great and sacred Name ; to Him, who in 
irisdqnv made all things, and orders all things 
aright, M^y uiy soul adore and wonder, loye, 
reverence, and obey that Power which form)^ 
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md which supplies my wants from day to 
daj, and stives from evil ! 

I3lh. Reading lo-day Palicncc Brayton's lilt 
and labours in the truth ; my mind now, as nt 
other timcK, feels as if i had a small share of Euch 
■ervice and exercise ; and yet fears often pre- 
TRil, lest I should not be rightly sensible of Ihe 
imporlunce of so high and holy a profijssion ; 
and lest I should be intruding where I ought not. 

17(A. Now ill London, fur the pnrpose i>f 
attending the Vearly Meeting. Tlie first sitting 
of the Meeting of Miniiilers and Elders, on the 
second day morning, was, in the forepart, a time 
of solemn instructive silence; which was season* 
ably broken by a Friend, impressed with a per- 
niasion, that the ancient Glory, which was yet 
the same, remained still wilb us, and would con* 
tinue to be the rearward. Another Friend, since 
removed from works to rewards, bore a warning 
testimony to Ministers and Elders to be careful 
against cuvcting the wedge of gold, or taking a 
Babylonish garnicot ; that there might not be a 
felling beforethecncmy,and becoming stumbling- 
blocks to others. Testimonies were borne, 
in the life, against a worldly spirit; and also 
much encouragement given to wait low, in deep 
btiiBility, lo know that to continue with and 
D i 
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amongst as, -which would redeem from all 
impuritj. 

iOth. I wish I maj reknember the exercise 
which has been manifested in the Yearly Meet- 
ing at large, for a close attendance of Meetings 
for discipline, and the lively testimonies bom# 
thereunto, A precious testimony went forth for 
the everlasting Truth, and that friends might 
come to the root of life in themselves, and be 
built up therein. 

ilsL In the Meeting this day, divers solid 
and very instructive remarks were made, oa 
some of the deficiencies in the answers to the 
queries ; and one by a Friend from a distant 
land, which I much united with, that unfaithful* 
ness in what might be called little things, was an 
inlet to greater. 

Sind. A friend was engaged to bear testi- 
mony for the truth, as it relates to war, and le- 
demption therefrom, into the meekness and gen- 
tleness of Christ ; under the feeling of a contrast 
between having a dependance upon the LokI, 
and on the arm of flesh ; in a beautiful and 
striking manner. It livingly brought to my !»• 
membrance the language of the prophet Jeremiabt 
^* Cursed be the man that trusteth in nian, and 
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maketh Besh his arm, and wlinsc bcart departeth 
from llie Lord." And " Bessed is the man that 
truslethitktbcLord,aDd n hose hope the Loid is." 

The Meeting proceeded, and read the Foreign 
Epistles, which wereboth salutary and interesting; 
•nd it was especially so, to hear so much of the 
ciTiliKalioii of ihe Native Indians. My heart 
rejoiceth to hear that siicliaguod work is pursued 
by Friends. 

84'A. On first day I was at Plaistow morning 
Meeting, and went to eee a friend, who had been 
confined lo his bed for twelve years, by a spiae 
ooiDplaint. 1 wish to think of him ; be is an ex- 
ample of palienl sutTeriitg. 

95th. Third day morning. Much iuferesting 
aiatter was commimicalt'd, on the subject of ad- 
dressing the Legislature relative to the abolition 
of puniiihment by death. After which, some roost 
interesting communications from ourdear friends 
8. G. and W. A., now on an arduous visitupon 
the Continent of Europe, were read ; which 
proved both interesting and edifying; exciting 
■olemnily and thanksgiving, in many minds.^ 
Surely, great is (he goodness of Ahnighty God 
wards bia people ! f have since thought of those 
words of the Puilmist: "When the Lord si 
a 3 



liich 

Ito- ■ 

liose ■ 

iuUI H 



I 
I 

I 



build up Zion, He shall appear in his glory."— 
I wish we, as a people, may abide under Iiis con- 
itraiiiiiig and restraining Power, faithful to liis 
precious cause of truth on earlli, from day to day. 

31st. Serent/i day. Yesterday was occupied 
chieliy in rcndiiiglhc several Epistle, which Ittd 
been prepared for issnc from IliisYcnrly Meeting 
and it concluded under a sulemnizing feelingf 
wliich raised a longing desire in my lieart, tbtti 
aU who Vfere then present, wilh myself, may sa 
Kve in the Divine fiar and lore, in humility, 
watchfulness and patient rcKignalton, that an ad^ 
mission may be granted, al the close of this lift^ 
into that holy place, nliere all is love, adoration 
and praise. 

9tk o/Gth Month. Having had the privilege 
of attending the Yearly Meeting, and other 
Meetings since that time, I feel thankful that the 
precious savour thereof is not yet lost. Wfatt 
•ImU I render unto the Lord for all his bene6tit 
I desire an increase of willingness to bear the 
cross, in all its various ways, in order to mortify 
ind destroy that part which cannot enter (ba 
Kingdom of Heaven ; and ihat 1 may be tatm 
■nd more dedicated unto the precious cause of 
tnitti ; feeling (he love of it all over. Jdmyi 
concern be maintained to wait on Ihe good ] 
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brancer (the Spirit of Chriat) from day to 
da^T to obtain tlmt which is needful, and to tiear 
the gracious words whicli may proceed from His 
moutli ; and, by yicldiog obedience to bis holy 
teaching, may I go on from slrenglh to strength, 
jintill appear before Him iimongstbis redeemed 
ones in Zion, in the Church of the living God ; 
Uiere to praise Him through the boundless ages 
(kf eternity. 



15th. Tried Ibis day by having yielded to a 
little quickness of temper. But it has raised a 
petition in my heart to the great Power, for 
cleansing from every defilement; and for pie- 
l^rvation in his most boly fear. 1 that his will 
may be done in and through mc, ^vhilst on earth; 
and bis blessed kingdom be established in aitd 
over all in me, to bis own glory, and the praise 
4)f liiii great and ever excellent name! 

S5l/i, Poor and weak this morning, yet en- 
^ged to feci after the quickening power, to en- 
able me to cast myself upon Him, who alone can 
mstain and keep alive the immortal part, and 
ijrc contentment in all states. 



O that my heart was found in all the 
B of the Lord ! that 1 might live id, aud 
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keep bis vord ; then should 1 not be aslianied, 
wbcn I liave respect to all Lis command meiils. 

17/A o/llh Manlli. I am poor and needjf.i— 
O 1 itial a cuiiliniied exercise m;i_v be maiDtatoed 
to Heck the Almighty, whose promise reouuM 
lure; "Wlienthc poor and needy seek water 
and there is none, and their tongue faileth fix 
thirst, i the Lord will hear them; I, the God ef 
Israel, will not forsake them." The blessed 
change of earthly for heavenly pnsscssiooB, tn^ 
my soul ever seek, and wait for the fulfilment of 
his great and gracious promises. 



9Glk. How great are the tender 
at the Lord towards them that love end 
fear Him ; and great towards us, his frail cm* 
lures, is his compassion ; who knows ai\ our 
weaknessesand our imperfections. When wetn 
desirous to walk in uprightness before Him. He 
is, in theaboundings of his love and mercy, for- 
giving, cleansing, healing, and strengthening iw 
to hold on in that way, which He would have vt 
to walk in. May I be preserved humble, watcb- 
ful, patient, and resigned ! may i pray without 
ceasing for preservation, through this world of 
snares, changes, and difficulties, so that, in the 
end I may have to sing Hallelujah to the 
God and the Lamb ; and that for evermorel 
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* 9lh ofSth Month. Remember, my soul, what 
the dear friends, who this day visiled me in mr 
own family, said :"Rcasoii nut about aj>y reqniring 
oC H im, w hose thoughts and ways are as fur above 
oorways,ns the heavens are above the earth," Ol 
Almighty Father I preserve me, I bi'ticech Thee, 
in tby holy hand ; let me not fall a. prey unto 
Ike enemy, but enable me to walk in thy ways, 
uid keep lily statutes, and be accepted of Thee, 
in time anil in eternity, unto thy own glory 
and everlasting praise. 

1st ofOlh Month. « In the multttnde of my 
tboughlti within nic, thy comforts delight my 
■onl." Thou kind and merciful Father! I would 
praise Thee with my whole heart; for this end, 
be Thou plea&ed to renew me day by day. 

Wtk. In Thee, O Lord t do I put my trust 
liet me never be confonnded. In humility and 
in thy fear, niny my days be spent, so as to finish 
my courbc with joy. 



tlth of lOlk Month. Pour and empty, aa to 
(rgood, yrt ill humble hope that I am not for- 
n by Him, who remains unchangeable ; and 
bbtled at the remembrance of having obfaiiied 
^ of Him whose mere iet( fail not, to conliniw 




tofeel after. his power ivhhin, to guide me, ilnd 
enable me to be resigned^ and to do his holj -with 

. SlsL Unto Thee, O Lord I do I liftmy aooll 
^usc me to know the way wherein I should goj 
fuid strengthen me to walk therein ; in faith and 
obedience to thy revealed will. 

» • ' 

,-'33d. This day I have met reproof; and. how 

Muwilling is something within me to submit, ia 
truth, unto that declaratioi) of the Psalmist ; ^^ Let 
the righteous smite me, it shall be a kindness; 
tnd let him reprove me, it shall be an excellent 
oil, which shall not break my head : for yet my 
prayer also shall be in their calamities/ V 01 
how I did think of this passage, and try myveli^ 
and f(?lt the unwillingness to arise against sub- 
mission to true judgment. However, I learn how 
easy it is to say one to another, ^ DonU spare me, 
ivhen thou seest any thing wrong in me* ; but 
.when judgment is laid to the line^ and.righte* 
ousness to the plummet, what flinching, aii4 
seeking to excuse self, rather than to resign self 
to the death of the cross. The solicitude of 
Jilind under these impressions, mercifully is, that 
{ may be resigned to endure in such a manner, 
that I yield not unto temptation ; that my £uth 
j^il i^ot in the hour of trial. O, the danger 
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peed of Iruc liuinilil j, and constant walcfafut- 
if lest llie enemy get advantage of me 

i*/A of nth Month- Tliia morning Ihc secret 
plication (if my Iiearl, before seding out for 
ling, was, that I niiglii be fully dcvoled and 
resigned unto the righteous government uf Him, 
vbose name shall endure forever, and liis memo- 
rial unlu all general ions; that 1 may be so uiidci 
the controul of his pure Holy Spirit, that nothing 
may beablcfosepariitemefromhislovcin Christ 
Jesus onr Lord. 

\it Month, 1S30. Entered inlo nnolher year. 
O, for a free surrender of heart and life, in the 
prccions cause of trulb ! ilial, if continued 
tiirongii it, it may be wholly a year of resignation 
unto Divine disposal ; and may il please Him, 
who ktiouetti all things, and ^> bat is needful and 
best for his creature man, to help me to attain 
to full dedication, and to bring down and sub- 
ject all within me, unto bis power ; and may hii 
merciful kindness be known unto me through 
life. 

9pd Month. Surely goodness and mercy have 

foUowcdmchithcrtol O) that love and gratitude 

■Hy, in return, be oflcrcd unto Him, who tbut 

pis out to a poor, weak, uDHonby creature, «o 
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ny favours, as have been dispensed unto me ! 
May my trust and confidence be alone in the 
Lord, my Saviour and my Redeemer, for guid- 
ance and strength to do his will ! 

19/A of 2nd Month. Great is my desire that 
through the remainder of my life, preservation 
may be known in Christ Jesus, the Lord of life 
and glory, so as to bring forth fruit unto righte- 
ousness and peace. 

9lst of 3rd Month. About to set out from home 
this morning, to attend a Quarterly Meeting. — 
Ardent is my desire for right direction and pre- 
servation, in humility and fean Declined the 
same, under an apprehension, that it is safest to 
stop at home. I remembered that saying of the 
Psalmist: " The Lord preserveth the simple ; I 
was brought low, and he helped mef* so that re- 
lief of mind was mercifully granted, and it raised 
a solicitude to endure the exercise of the day,- 
and to abide under the restraining power of 
truth. 

3lst. ^^ Bind the sacrifice with cords, even 
unto the horns of the altar,** and may I not look 
back by any trial or affliction, that may attend 
me, in my remaining pi!grim»ge through life ; 
but be enabled to look forward, holding fast the 
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profession of faith without wavering ; knowing 
Him to be faithful who calleth. May nothing 
separate me from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus; but may I be more than a conquepor 
through Him who bath loved us ! O my soul I 
remember thou the renewal of bis love this 
morning, for thy encouragement not to faint in 
law times! 
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.TTke Letters from which the two folhwmg Exiraek 

are taketty have no dates. 



This day I have received my dear friend's 
letter, and carefully read the same ; and find an 
acknowledgement of sensibility of favour granted 
to an unworthy receiver. This is no bad sigQi 
for if we begin to think any thing contrary to 
that, there is much danger ; indeed, as to myself^ 
if any thing does arise like pluming myself, (and 
what is there that will not arise that is bad,) I 
begin to be alarmed ; for I remember often what 
bath been said to me more than once, by a friend <; 
** If we begin to think we are getting on well, we 
are in the most danger ;'' and I also remember, 
whilst I am writing, the Apostle's saying : " If 
any man thinketh he knoweth any thiag, be 
knoweth nothing yet, as he ought to know.*' 

I am much afraid of that knowledge M^hicb 
J)ufieth up ; but long for that more excellent way 
which edifieth; not so much on thy account as 
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I my own ; for whilst such a scnsibilHy prcyaili, 
no puffing up is known ; and perhapn Bome mtiy 
be tried on ibis band, as others are on (tif oilier; so 
that no safely is to be known but in walclifulness 
Slid pm^er. I wish thee to read ihe Sud and 
3rd chapters in that little book, " Guide to Iruw 
Peace" and let it have its due weight on thy 
taiad. 

Dear Friend, the saying of the Psalmist comes 
freely to ray mind : " Thou, Lord, wilt not forsake 
them that seek Thee." Then surely, if He does 
not forsake, and thou longest for his holy aid, 
there is an agreement ; then no danger, whilst 
this is the case, of fallhig, I had rather we 
■hould be tried, than have any thing remaining 
which would mar the work of puriGcalion. 



kl was struck with admiration on entering your 
om last evening, and hnding you collected 
^ther, seeking fur r lillle of that consolation, 
e increase of which is belter than corn, wine, or 
oil ; and I believe it was sensibly fL-lt, that a 
measure of it was aObrded to the exercised 
amongst you. I wish you may be able to thank 
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aod praise Him, who inclines your minds ; and 
that you may take courage to hold on in the good 
practice of thus gathering together, to seek for tbii 
help, which will enable you to go in and out be- 
fore your children, and those about you, in that 
fear and circumspection, which will confirm to 
them that there is something in religion more than 
form ; exciting them to follow you, as ye follow 
Christ, in meekness and fear. 



riNiB. 



W« Alexander Aad Sob, Priaten, Cftittesmte, Verk. 
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